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COUNTY COUNCIL

OF

HARFORD COUNTY, MARYLAND

BILL NO. 90- 4

Introduced by C~~ nril Member Hatem

Legislative Day No. 90- 5 Date February 13, 1990

AN ACT to repeal and reenact, with amendments, section 267- 101,

Incorporation by Reference, of Article XX, Official
Harford County Zoning Maps, of Part 5, Zoning Maps, of

Chapter 267, Zoning, of the Harford County Code, as

amended; to adopt the 1989 Official Zoning Maps and

incorporate them into this Act; to make certain

legislative findings; to incorporate into this Act the

comprehensive zoning review process, including the

hearing on Bill 89- 40, that lead to the enactment of

Council Bill 89- 40; to adopt the comprehensive zoning
review process and the hearing on Bill 89- 40 as part of

the legislative history of this Act; to provide that this
Act shall take effect only upon the occurrence of a

certain event; and generally relating to comprehensive
zoning in the county.

By the Council, February 13, 1990

Introduced, read first time, ordered posted and public hearing scheduled

on: March 8, 1990

at:

By Order:

7: 00 P. M.

Secretary

PUBLIC HEARING

Having been posted and notice of time and place of hearing and title of
Bill having been published according to the Charter, a public hearing was

held on March 8, 1990 , and concluded on, M;nrh R 19qn

Yt1-U h-RA/ Secretary

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING

LAW. [ Brackets] indicate matter deleted

from existing law. Underlining indicates

language added to Bi II by amendment.

Language lined through indicates matter

stricken out of Bi II by amendment.
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1 WHEREAS, County Council Bill No. 89- 40, which became law on

2 August 1, 1989, made 212 individual zoning changes and adopted new

3 comprehensive zoning maps for the entire county; and

4 WHEREAS, Bill 89- 40 was the product of a comprehensive zoning

5 review consisting of more than a year of work by the Department of

6 Planning and Zoning, the Planning Advisory Board and the County

7 Council, during which approximately 350 individual zoning issues

8 were studied; and

9 WHEREAS, Public input was solicited at a total of 11 public

10 hearings during the process, with at least one meeting held in each

11 council district; and

12 WHEREAS, The citizens of Harford County have exercised the

13 referendum right reserved to them under Section 220 of the county

14 charter by petitioning Bill 89- 40 to referendum; and

15 WHEREAS, The Council believes that the petition campaign was

16 the result of the pUblic' s opposition to the rezoning of land for

17 the proposed Windsor Mall; and

18 WHEREAS, The Council bases this belief on a number of facts,

19 including but not limited to the large number of citizens who

20 personally expressed to Council Members their opposition to the

21 Windsor Mall rezoning, and on the fact that the Council received

22 approximately 334 letters concerning Bill 89- 40, 326 of which

23 expressed opposition to Windsor Mall; and

24 WHEREAS, The Council further believes that the Windsor Mall

25 rezoning issue has overshadowed the comprehensive zoning maps and

26 the other 211 individual zoning changes adopted by Bill 89- 40; and

27 WHEREAS, The comprehensive zoning maps and their zoning



1 changes were adopted after careful consideration of and in due

2 regard for the policies established in the Land Use Element of the

3 county Master Plan, and the Council believes that the maps and

4 changes are consistent with the Master Plan; and

5 WHEREAS, Repeal of Bill 89- 40 by referendum would nullify not

6 only the zoning change for Windsor Mall, but also the new

7 comprehensive maps, the other 211 individual zoning changes and the

8 year- long comprehensive zoning process; and

9 WHEREAS, The Council believes that it is in the best interests

10 of the citizens of Harford County to enact legislation that would:

11 1. Preserve the pUblic' s right of referendum on Bill

12 89- 40;

13 2. Preserve the time and effort put into the comprehensive

14 zoning review; and

15 3. Address the concern with Windsor Mall evidenced by the

16 petitioning of Bill 89- 40 to referendum.

17 NOW, THEREFORE,

18 Section 1. Be It Enacted By The County Council of Harford

19 County, Maryland, That based on the facts cited in the preamble to

20 this Act, on the information available to the Council as the result

21 of its participation in the comprehensive zoning review process,

22 on the public hearings conducted as part of that process, on the

23 legislative history of Bill 89- 40, and on the public hearing held

24 on this Act, the Council makes the following legislative findings:

25 A. That Bill 89- 40 enacted comprehensive zoning maps that

26 are consistent with and supportive of the policies and
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1 strategies adopted by the Land Use Element of the Master

2 Plan;

3 B. That the petitioning to referendum of Bill 89- 40 creates

4 the possibility that the time and effort that the Department

5 of Planning and zoning, the Planning Advisory Board, the

6 County Council, and hundreds of county citizens invested in

7 in the year- long comprehensive zoning review process will be

8 nullified;

9 C. That the reason for the possible repeal of Bill 89- 40 by

10 referendum is the substantial public opposition to the

11 rezoning for Windsor Mall;

12 D. That it is in the interest of all concerned to preserve

13 the right of referendum reserved to the people of Harford

14 County by section 220 of the County Charter; and

15 E. That by this Act the Council takes action to meet the

16 objection that produced the referendum on Bill 89- 40.

17 section 2. And Be It Further Enacted, That the entire

18 comprehensive zoning review process leading to the enactment of

19 Bill 89- 40, including but not limited to the rezoning application

20 process which began July 18, 1988, the 5- month review conducted on

21 individual zoning issues by the Department of Planning and Zoning,

22 the review of these issues by the Planning Advisory Board, the

23 preliminary recommendations of the Department and the Board, the

24 7 public hearings conducted by the Department on the preliminary

25 recommendations, the Department' s final recommendations, the 3

26 public hearings conducted by the Council on the Department' s final
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1 recommendations, and the public hearing on Bill 89- 40, are hereby

2 incorporated into this Act and adopted as part of the legislative

3 history of this Act, and the County Council hereby declares that

4 it has relied upon that comprehensive zoning review process in

5 considering the adoption of this Act.

6 Section 3. And Be It Further Enacted, That Section 267- 101,

7 Incorporation by Reference, of Article XX, Official Harford Zoning

8 Maps, of Part 5, Zoning Maps, of Chapter 267, Zoning, of the

9 Harford County Code, as amended, be, and it is hereby, repealed and

10 re- enacted with amendments, all to read as follows:

11 Chapter 267. Zoning.

12 Part 5. Zoning Maps.

13 Article XX. Official Harford County Zoning Maps.

14 Section 267- 101. Incorporation by Reference.

15 [ The 1982 Official Zoning Maps shall be those maps attached

16 to this Part 5 and incorporated herein.)

17 THE 1989 OFFICIAL ZONING MAPS ARE THE MAPS ENACTED BY AND

18 INCORPORATED INTO COUNTY COUNCIL BILL NO. 90- 4.

19 Section 4. And Be It Further Enacted, That the 1989 Official

20 Zoning Maps attached to this Act are adopted as the official zoning

21 maps of Harford County and are hereby incorporated into and made

22 a part of this Act.

23 Section 5. And Be It Further Enacted, That this Act shall take

24 effect on December 6, 1990, contingent on the repeal of Council

25 Bill No. 89- 40 by the referendum held on November 6, 1990, and if

26 Bill No. 89- 40 is not repealed by the referendum, this Act shall
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1 be null and void without the necessity of further action by the

2 County Council.

3

EFFECTIVE: December 6, 1990
4 contingent on repeal

of Council Bill No. 89- 40
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BY THE COUNCIL

BILL NO. 90.- 4

Read the third time.

Passed LSD 90- 8 ( March 13, 1990)

Failed of Passage

By Order

U4-' y7~ Secretary

Sealed with the County Seal and presented to the County Executive
for his approval this 14th day of March 1990
at 3: 00 o' clock P. M.

y~ ; O~ Secretary

APPROVED:

J J

BY THE EXECUTIVE

County Executive

Date

Vetoed in toto this twenty- sixth day of March, 1990,
in accordance with Section 311 of the Charter of

Harford County, Maryla~~?/

If" ./

L
BY THE COUN& r/

This Bill, having been passed by the yeas of at least five ( 5)

members of the Council noLwithstanding the objections of the Executive,

becomes law on April 3, 1990.

Secretary

EFFECTIVE DATE: December 6, 1990

contingent on repeal of Council
Bill No. 89- 40 by referendum on

November 6, 1990.


